
Hey	EES	Family,	
	I	hope	you	are	all	still	doing	well.	It	was	SO	NICE	to	see	all	of	your	

photos	for	those	of	you	who	were	able	to	participate	in	Virtual	Spirit	Week!	It	
definitely	brought	a	big	smile	to	my	face	to	see	all	of	the	amazing	things	you	
all	have	been	to.	I	have	been	trying	to	find	new	ideas	to	send	to	you,	so	if	you	
have	any	ideas	or	games	that	you	have	been	loving,	please	let	me	know	and	I	
will	share	with	the	rest	of	the	school.	I	was	thinking	today	about	how	Easter	is	
next	week	and	how	it	will	likely	look	a	little	different	this	year	than	most.	I	
know	every	year	my	family	gets	together	for	a	big	Easter	egg	hunt!	Its	always	
so	fun.	Some	of	my	ideas	this	week	have	to	do	with	that	same	idea.	Maybe	
you	play	bunny	tag	where	the	person	who	is	‘it”	can	run	but	anyone	else	has	
to	hop	around	like	a	bunny.	Maybe	you	want	to	have	an	egg	and	spoon	race,	
or	an	egg	roll	across	the	yard.		Did	you	know	they	have	a	big	Egg	Roll	Race	at	
the	White	House	every	year?	No,	not	the	white	house	in	town…	the	WHITE	
HOUSE!	Who	knew	you	could	celebrate	the	holiday,	stay	active,	and	be	so…	
PRESIDENTIAL?	Sounds	pretty	cool	right?		I	have	attached	a	quick	history	
below!		
	
Also	who	has	a	favorite	way	to	make	a	paper	plane?	I	definitely	do!	Did	you	
know	there	are	a	bunch	of	games	you	can	play	once	you	have	made	one?	
Here	is	a	list	of	fun	things	to	do	with	your	favorite	paper	airplane,	maybe	
there	are	even	different	types	that	work	better	for	each.	This	is	also	a	fun	way	
to	have	some	friendly	competition	with	your	siblings	or	parents!	
	
#1	–	Paper	Airplane	Races.	–	who	made	the	fastest	airplane?	
#2	–	Hit	Your	Target.	–	Who	made	the	most	accurate	flying	airplane?	
#3	–	Distance	Throw.	–	Whose	airplane	can	fly	the	furthest?	
#5	–	Plane	Catch.	–	Can	you	throw	an	airplane	and	have	someone	catch	it?	
#6	–	Perfect	Landing.	–	land	perfect	on	a	target	you	have	made.	
	
You	will	also	see	some	cards	from	a	mindfulness	deck	of	cards	that	I	have,	
You	may	want	to	try	some	of	these	activities.	Let	me	know	if	and	what	you	
like	so	I	can	give	you	more!	

	 	 	 	 		Be	Well,	
	 	 	 	 					-Mr.	Marche	
	 	 	 	 		Marcheg@mersd.org		









History	of	the	White	House	Easter	Egg	Roll	
	
	
-The	White	House	Easter	Egg	Roll	officially	dates	back	to	1878	and	the	presidency	of	
Rutherford	B.	Hayes,	but	first-hand	accounts	suggest	that	informal	festivities	began	with	
egg-rolling	parties	under	President	Abraham	Lincoln.	Starting	in	the	1870s,	Easter	Monday	
celebrations	on	the	U.S.	Capitol’s	west	grounds	grew	so	popular	that	President	Ulysses	S.	
Grant	signed	a	bill	that	banned	the	rolling	of	eggs	on	Capitol	grounds,	citing	landscape	
concerns.	
	
-In	1878,	a	group	of	bold	children	walked	up	to	the	White	House	gate,	hoping	to	be	
allowed	to	play	egg-rolling	games	there.	President	Hayes	told	his	guards	to	let	the	children	
enter,	and	soon	Easter	Monday	on	the	White	House	grounds	became	an	annual	tradition.	
President	Benjamin	Harrison	added	music	to	the	festivities	in	1889	with	the	United	States	
Marine	Band.	
	
-Egg	roll	attendance	grew	so	popular	that	the	number	of	guests	had	to	be	limited,	and	in	
1939,	the	Secret	Service	had	to	go	so	far	as	shutting	down	a	“racket”	of	children	trying	to	
sneak	adults	into	the	event	for	a	fee.	
	
-The	planning	of	the	egg	roll	traditionally	falls	on	first	ladies,	each	incorporating	her	own	
tastes	and	interests	to	the	event.	First	Lady	Lou	Hoover	had	part	of	the	South	Lawn	roped	
off	for	folk	dancing.	First	Lady	Pat	Nixon	introduced	the	traditional	egg	roll	races.	
-Because	of	World	War	I	and	World	War	II,	there	were	no	egg	rolls	from	1917	to	1920	and	
from	1943	to	1945.	Food	conservation	and	then	construction	on	the	White	House	
prevented	any	celebrations	from	1946	to	1952,	as	well.	Fortunately,	President	Dwight	D.	
Eisenhower	reinstated	the	tradition	in	1953.	
	
-The	custom	to	receive	a	wooden	Easter	egg	when	leaving	the	event	began	in	1981	—	an	
idea	instituted	by	First	Lady	Nancy	Reagan	—	and	became	a	keepsake	cherished	by	guests	
that	donned	the	signature	of	the	President	and	First	Lady.	
	
-The	140th	White	House	Easter	Egg	Roll	was	hosted	by	First	Lady	Melania	Trump	on	April	
2,	2018.	






